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confess. Wyatt had written to her, but she swore
that she had never received any letter. At last the
judges appointed to examine her said that there
was just not enough evidence against her. Mary
would have liked to do as had been done with
Seymour, and to pass a special" Act of Attainder "
through Parliament, to put her to death. But
Parliament showed that it would not agree to
this. Mary was already unpopular, and people
would not tolerate the execution of the Princess.
The Queen was made to understand that no such
Act could be brought before Parliament with any
hope of its passing. Even the Queen's own
Council would not agree to it. London was
seething with excitement, and showed clearly
its support of the Princess. Handbills were
secretly distributed in the city: " Stand fast, and
God save the Lady Elizabeth". Gloomy and
miserable, Mary gave way, and instead of ordering
Elizabeth's execution sent her, after two months
in the Tower, out of London where she was so
popular, to be kept as a prisoner at Woodstock.
Actually as she passed along to imprisonment,
the country-folk showed that they too stood by
the Princess. Labourers left their work in the
fields to come and cheer her. Village women
threw little home-baked cakes into her litter, till it
was full of them. At one hamlet, the men rushed
off to the village church and rang a peal of bells,
and Elizabeth's spirits rose as she realized how
warm her defenders were on her behalf.